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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the papers filed 8/28/2007, the inventorship in this nonprovisional 
application has been changed by the deletion of Mitsua Ando. 

The application will be forwarded to the Office of Initial Patent Examination 
(OIPE) for issuance of a corrected filing receipt, and correction of Office records to 
reflect the inventorship as corrected. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/6/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. When viewing the Applicant's arguments, the Examiner noted two 
allegations traversing the rejection of the claims in the office action mailed August 6, 
2008. First the Applicant argued that the application in the Fukui '135 reference does 
not obtain information from a "new application",^ and that the application described does 
not perform the inter-process communication function needed to disclose the claim 
limitation of the application.^ The Examiner respectfully disagrees with these 
assertions. 

Regarding the "new application" argument, as disclosed in column 17,^ the 
additional function representative of the sorter contains its own CPU with a RAM device. 
The sorter device's RAM stores programs that can control the sorter device. Since the 
additional function represented by a sorter contains its own CPU with stored programs, 

^ See page 3 of Applicant's Arguments filed 11/6/2008. 
^ See page 4 of Applicant's Arguments. 
^ See Fukui '135 col. 17, lines 13-65. 
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the sorter contains its own software and since the sorter function is an added or new 
feature to the copier system, anything the sorter introduces to the system is considered 
as new. Thus, the system in this passage contains a new application. At this point in 
column 17, the sorter sends program and version ID information to the copier body. In 
other words, the CPU of the sorter contains an application or software program that 
causes the sorter to send information regarding programs and version information to be 
obtained by the copier body. This is a clear example of a newly attached peripheral 
device containing an application or software, which is considered as a new application, 
sending information that will help the copier body determine if the current programs from 
the sorter device are able to be used efficiently in the copier body and coincident with 
the copier's current program version or does the sorter need a more updated program 
with an updated version ID. This above explanation discloses that a new application 
being introduced to the system using a newly added peripheral is used to introduce 
information regarding whether programs related to the sorter device should be installed. 

Also, once the copier makes a determination of whether an updated program is 
needed from the sorter, the copier receives a program used to control the sorter that 
consists of an updated program with a current version ID that is able to work with the 
copier body's system. When the copier body receives the updated program, the 
updated program contains a version ID that ensures the copier that the program will 
operate in the copier body in a manner to aid in controlling the sorter device in a 
proficient manner. This is another example of an actual new application, which is the 
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updated program, which is sent to the copier body with a version ID that indicates the 
program can work well with the copier, and the copier receiving this program in order to 
perform functions with the sorter. Therefore, with the above explanations, it is clear that 
the above feature corresponding to the "new application" is performed. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation regarding the new application 
performing "inter-process communication" has not been given patentable weight 
because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded 
any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended 
use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble 
for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to 
stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. 
Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). However, in anticipation 
of an argument contending the above statement, the Examiner has still provided a brief 
explanation as to why the Fukui reference still performs the feature of the new 
application performing inter-process communication in the same manner as the 
application. 

When looking at column 4,'^ the Fukui reference discloses CPU (a) and CPU (b). 
Both CPUs perform vital functions for the operation of the copier. When it comes to 
programs used to control different functions of the copier, these programs are stored in 
either the RAM (614) or RAM (629). In both RAM devices, programs are stored to 



See Fukui '135 col. 7, line 8 - col. 8, line 9. 
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control the respective features performed by each CPU.^ As shown in figures 2 and 3, 
the system illustrates how the different RAM devices communicate with the CPUs, 
considered as the control service. When the copier is utilized to perform some function, 
programs in these respective RAM devices are extracted from the device and 
performed by the CPU(s). Also, when programs are updated and sent to the copier, 
these programs are stored in the RAM devices and are communicated to the respective 
CPU(s) that are tasked to perform the added feature. The communication of the 
updated programs used to help the CPU(s) control a certain copier device feature are 
executed through the same address or address/data buses connected to the CPU(s).^ 
Therefore, since the different programs are representative of new or updated programs 
carry out inter-process communication with their respective CPU(s) in the same manner 
as other applications stored on the RAM (614 or 629) devices, the claim feature of the 
preamble is still disclosed by the Fukui reference. 

Lastly, when looking at the body of the claim, the claim limitations consists of 
"intended use" limitations. The Fukui reference contains application information 
obtaining part and a determination part. The combination of the Fukui reference with 
the Meade reference contains all of the claim limitations in the body of the claims. The 
Examiner would like to note that in response to applicant's argument that the Fukui 
reference combined with the Meade and Morita references does not perform the 
claimed features in the body of the independent claims, a recitation of the intended use 



^ See Fukui '135 col. 8, lines 10-53. 
® See Fukui '135 col. 15, lines 38-52. 
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of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, and 
then it meets the claim. Therefore, since the 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fukui '135 (USP 5678135) in view of Maede '966 (US Pub No 2002/0140966) and 
Morita '326 (US Pub No 2002/0054326). 

Re claim 1 : Fukui '135 discloses an image forming apparatus including hardware 
resources for image formation (i.e. the printer contains actual scanning and printing 
units, considered as hardware resources for image formation; see col. 4, In 40 - 
col. 5, In 40), an application for performing processes on the image formation (i.e. 
different applications on the system are used to store data, fax data and perform 
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printing of the data; see col. 12, In 38 - col. 13, In 16) and a new application that 
performs interprocess communication with the control service in the same way as the 
application can be installed in the image forming apparatus (i.e. in the system, the 
programs that are installed in the system are used to communicate with the 
CPU(b) (602), which controls the whole printing device in order for the image 
forming device to perform the associated feature. Both the old and new 
programs, or applications, installed on the apparatus communicates to the 
CPU(b) (602) in the same manner except that the apparatus has made the 
determination that the older program can not help the apparatus perform the 
additional function added to the system; see col. 7, In 8-col. 8, In 53, col. 14, In 28- 
67 and col. 15, In 1-52), the image forming apparatus comprising: 

an installed application storage part (i.e. the RAM (629 or 614) can be 
considered as the installed application storage part since this storage medium is 
used to store programs for the functions on the copier; see figs. 2, 3, 17 and 18; 
col. 14, lines 28-67 and col. 15, lines 1-52); 

an application information obtaining part configured to obtain, from the new 
application, application information of the new application that includes information (i.e. 
in the procedure shown in figure 18, the copier body (301) checks to see if a 
version of the additional function, considered as the application, on the copier 
can be performed on efficiently on the copier. If it cannot be performed on the 
copier efficiently, the additional function is considered to be not installable and 
sends a request to the managing unit (2203) to send a new program to the copier 
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so that the computer program can be installed and the additional function can be 
utilized in an efficient manner on the copier. The CCU (2201) sends updating 
programs to the copier when needed to utilize an added function, which are 
considered as new applications. The information that is included in the new 
application information is considered as the identification code that is used to 
communicate the version information of the additional function. With this 
identification code, the image forming apparatus can determine if another 
software program used to utilize the additional function is needed; see figs. 17 
and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1 - col. 18, line 65); and 

a determination part configured to determine whether the new application (i.e. in 
the system of Fukui, the copier body performs a determination about the new 
control program being introduced to the copier by the sorter. The copier 
determines whether the new program sent to the copier body in order to interface 
with the copier is of a version that is compatible with the copier or if it needs a 
more updated program; see col. 17, lines 36-65). 

However, Fukui '135 fails to specifically teach information indicating whether the 
new application is installable in the image forming apparatus; and a determination part 
configured to determine whether the new application is installable in the installed 
application storage part based on the application information. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Meade '966. Meade '966 
discloses information indicating whether the new application is installable in the installed 
application storage part (i.e. like the invention of Fukui, the Meade reference is able 
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to install updated programs on a printing device (same field of endeavor). 
However, in the system of Meade, the printer checks the version number of the 
printer's current software to the latest, or new, software available. If the versions 
are the same, the printer determines that the software that is present at a pointer 
is not installable since the latest, or new, version is already present on the 
printer. In another scenario with the use of the host computer, the user is able to 
not authorize the update of the software to the printer. The software and the 
updated versions of the software are stored in the software component of the 
memory (320) in the printer. The above scenarios are both examples of the 
software having information pertaining to the programs that indicate whether the 
software is going to be installed in the printer's memory; figs. 1-3; paragraphs 
[0036]-[0045] and [0057]-[0059]); and 

a determination part configured to determine whetlier the new application is 
installable in the installed application storage part based on the application information 
(i.e. in the system, depending on the version of the current software on the printer 
and the version at the pointer on the vender's or manufacturer's site, the printing 
system determines if the version used as an update is going to be installed in the 
printer. If it is determined that the software versions are the same, the software is 
determined to be not installable since the present program version Is already on 
the printer. If the two are different with the update having a later version, the 
program is determined to be installable in the printer's memory based on the 
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version information and tlie program is considered to be a new program to be 
installed; figs. 1-3; paragraphs [0036]-[0045] and [0057]-[0059]). 

Therefore, in view of Meade '966, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
sl<ill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of information indicating 
whether the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus and a 
determination part configured to determine whether the new application is installable in 
the installed application storage part based on the application information in order to 
determine if the system software should be updated (as stated in Meade '966 paragraph 
[0009]). 

However, Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 fails to specifically teach the 
preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application and the 
hardware resources, the platform including an OS and at least one control service to 
control an execution of each requested processing of the hardware resources according 
to a function call from the application, wherein interprocess communication is performed 
between the control service and the application. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Morita '326. Morita '326 
discloses the preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application 
and the hardware resources (i.e. IVlorita contains the feature of being able to add 
and delete new applications to the printing system similar to Fukui and Meade 
(same field of endeavor). However, Morita '326 discloses a platform that is 
interposed between a common system service and an operating system, as 
shown in figure 1C; see fig. 1C; paragraphs [0018], [0049] and [0080]), 
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the platform including an OS (i.e. the general purpose OS (111); see fig. 1C; 
paragraph [0049]) and at least one control service to control an execution of each 
requested processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the 
application (i.e. the control service interprets a processing request issued by the 
applications (330) and generates an acquisition request of hardware resources; 
see paragraphs [0058]-[0060]), 

wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service 
and the application (i.e. the system uses an API that enables reception, or 
communication, of a processing request from the application to the control 
service; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0058]-[0060]). 

Therefore, in view of Morita '326, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the preamble limitations of a platform 
that exists between the application and the hardware resources, the platform including 
an OS and at least one control service to control an execution of each requested 
processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the application, 
wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service and the 
application incorporated in the device of Fukui, as modified by the features of Meade, in 
order to mount applications on a platform consisting of a common system service and a 
general purpose OS to increase the productivity of the apparatus (as stated in Morita 
'326 paragraph [0055]). 
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Re claim 3: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
application information is information that is included in an execution file of the 
application (i.e. an execution file is considered to be a program since the file is 
meant to be interpreted as a program by the CPU of the copier. In the system, 
when the managing unit searches for a program and uses an ID code, the ID code 
associated with the program is found in order to find the appropriate program to 
utilize. This ID code can be within the program that will be used with the 
additional function. Also, when the copier is first powered on, the additional 
function's program version data is compared to the version data of the copier. In 
this scenario, the version data, considered as the application information, is 
within the respective program of the additional function. The identification code 
is used to communicate the version information of the additional function. With 
this identification code, the image forming apparatus can determine if another 
software program used to utilize the additional function is needed; see figs. 17 
and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 
1-65). 



Re claim 4: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 
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Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
application information obtaining part obtains the application information from a file 
separate from the application (i.e. an execution file is considered to be a program 
since the file is meant to be interpreted as a program by the CPU of the copier. 
When the managing unit (2203) searches for an updating program to send to the 
copier, the managing unit uses the ID code of the additional function and copier 
to find the appropriate program. Since the ID code is associated with the 
program used for the additional function, then the ID code, or version data, is 
included in the program of the additional function. In this example, the execution 
file that is not on the copier pertaining to the additional function but in the 
memory device (2402) of the external managing unit then this is considered as 
additional function information from a program, or execution file, separate from 
the additional function on the copier. The version data on the copier of the 
additional function will be different from the one being searched for since the 
system is looking for an updated program. The updated program will have 
version data or an ID code related to the updated software to be loaded on the 
printer; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1- 
67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 5: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 
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Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
application information obtaining part obtains the application information by provisionally 
launching the application (i.e. provisionally launching the additional function is 
merely obtaining information about the additional function from the additional 
function to the CPU of the copier. In Fukui '135, the copier (301) obtains 
additional function information from the program of the additional function. 
Information regarding the version and control data is given to the copier body 
(301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 
and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 6: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
application information obtaining part obtains the application information by using 
interprocess communication between the application information obtaining part and the 
application (i.e. the copier body has the additional function attachment to the 
copier body. The communication between the additional function program and 
the CPU of the copier body is representative of interprocess communication 
between an application information obtaining part and an application, or the 
copier body and the additional function since the program of the sorter 
communicates the version data of the program to the CPU of the printer; see figs. 
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17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, 
lines 1-65). 

Re claim 7: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 5, further 
comprising: 

a processor (element 602; see fig. 3); 

wherein the application causes the image forming apparatus to perform: 
a step of determining whether to provisionally launch the application or to 
normally launch the application according to a request from the application information 
obtaining part (i.e. when the additional function is attached to the copier body, the 
information pertaining to the version information and control program is sent to 
the copier body (301). The system determines to sends this information once the 
connection of the additional function is detected. Once the determination of the 
efficiency of the version data and the control program is determined, then the 
decision to normally perform the function of the additional function can be 
performed. Again, once the copier body utilizes the proper version and program 
information for the additional function, the determination or performance of a 
normal launch of the additional function can be performed. Provisionally 
launching the additional function is merely obtaining information about the 
additional function control program from the additional function to the CPU of the 
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copier. In Fukui '135, the copier (301) obtains additional function information 
from the program of the additional function. Information regarding the version 
and control data is given to the copier body (301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, 
lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65); and 
a step of providing the application information to the application information 
obtaining part if the application is provisionally launched (i.e. provisionally launching 
the additional function is merely obtaining information about the additional 
function from the additional function program given to the CPU of the copier. In 
Fukui '135, the copier (301) obtains additional function information from the 
program of the additional function. Information regarding the version and control 
data is given to the copier body (301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 
15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 8: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a storage configured to store the application information obtained by the 
application information obtaining part (i.e. the copier body contains nonvolatile RAM 
(629) that is utilized in order to write updating programs onto the memory; see 
figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 
18, lines 1-65). 
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Re claim 9: The teacliings of Ful<ui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
storage is at least one of a hard disk, a nonvolatile memory and a memory card, and 
the application information obtaining part is configured to obtain the application 
information by reading information stored in the storage (i.e. once the updating 
programs are written to the memory, the copier body can utilize the memory to 
obtain the additional function information about the additional function from the 
control program information written in the nonvolatile RAM (629); see figs. 17 and 
18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1- 
65). 



Re claim 10: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
application information obtaining part is configured to obtain the application information 
that includes a product ID that is specific to the application (i.e. in Fukui '135, the 
identification code used can be considered as a product ID since the 
identification code is specific for the particular additional function and the 
additional function control program that identifies the additional function; see 
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figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 
18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 1 1 : The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
application information obtaining part is configured to obtain the application that further 
includes at least one of a vendor name, an application name, version information and 
resource information (i.e. Fukui '135 discloses the additional function information 
as version data; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, 
lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 12: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 10, further 
comprising: 

a storage configured to store product IDs of installable applications (i.e. the ID 
codes of particular additional functions and the related control programs are 
stored in the image forming apparatus and the managing unit. These two units 
store the ID codes of the addition function programs that are installable; see figs. 
17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67 and col. 15, line 1 - col. 18, line 65), and 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,723 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2625 

wherein the determination part is configured to determine whether a target 
application is installable by checking whether a product ID of the target application is 
stored (i.e. once a additional function sends the type data and the version data, 
which can be the ID code, the copier checks the ROM (612) for the incoming data 
from the additional function attached to the copier body. The apparatus checks 
the ROM and RAM to see if the version data and other program information match 
the contents stored in the RAM and ROM. This determines whether to install the 
information related to the ID code in order to use the additional function or to not 
install any control program in order to use the contents that match the 
information stored in the RAM and ROM to control the additional function; see 
figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 
18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 13: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 

comprising: 

hardware resources for an image forming process (i.e. the copier body (301) 
has a plurality of hardware resources, such as a sorter, facsimile and other 
resources, that are used for the image forming apparatus; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 
14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65); 
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control services for controlling the hardware resources (i.e. in the system, the 
programs associated with the additional functions and the copier are used to 
control the functions of the overall image forming apparatus with the additional 
functions attached to the copier body; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 
15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65); and 

a virtual application service that operates as a client process for the control 
services and operates as a sever process for the application (i.e. the copier body 
operates as the client process for controlling the device and additional functions 
through the control programs received from the additional peripherals, external 
memory or an external device. The copier body also acts as a server application 
communicating with the other external devices for stored programs to be utilized 
by the copier body; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 
17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 14: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
virtual application service includes the application information obtaining part (i.e. the 
copier body (301) is utilized to obtain additional function information, such as the 
ID code, version data or control program information, from either a peripheral 
device or an external device connected to the copier body; see figs. 17 and 18; 
col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 
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Re claim 15: Ful^ui '135 discloses a method for installing applications in an image 
forming apparatus including hardware resources for image formation (i.e. the printer 
contains actual scanning and printing units, considered as hardware resources 
for image formation; see col. 4, In 40 - col. 5, In 40), an application for performing 
processes on the Image formation (i.e. different applications on the system are used 
to store data, fax data and perform printing of the data; see col. 12, In 38 - col. 13, 
In 16) and a new application that performs interprocess communication with the control 
service in the same way as the application can be installed in the image forming 
apparatus (i.e. in the system, the programs that are installed in the system are 
used to communicate with the CPU(b) (602), which controls the whole printing 
device in order for the image forming device to perform the associated feature. 
Both the old and new program, or application, Installed on the apparatus 
communicates to the CPU(b) (602) in the same manner except that the apparatus 
has made the determination that the older program can not help the apparatus 
perform the additional function added to the system; see col. 7, In 8-col. 8, In 53, 
col. 14, In 28-67 and col. 15, In 1-52), the method comprising: 

obtaining, from the new application, application information of the new application 
that Includes Information (i.e. in the procedure shown in figure 18, the copier body 
(301) checks to see if a version of the additional function, considered as the 
application, on the copier can be performed on efficiently on the copier. If it 
cannot be performed on the copier efficiently, the additional function is 
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considered to be not installable and sends a request to the managing unit (2203) 
to send a new program to the copier so that the additional function can be 
installed and utilized in an efficient manner on the copier. The information that is 
included in the application information is considered as the identification code 
that is used to communicate the version information of the additional function. 
With this Identification code, the image forming apparatus can determine If 
another software program used to utilize the additional function is needed and if 
the software program is acquired, it is considered as a new program being 
Installed on the apparatus; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67 and col. 15, 
lines 1-52) 

determining whether the new application (i.e. in the system of Fukui, the 
copier body performs a determination about the new control program being 
Introduced to the copier by the sorter. The copier determines whether the new 
program sent to the copier body in order to interface with the copier Is of a 
version that is compatible with the copier or if it needs a more updated program; 
see col. 17, lines 36-65). 

However, Fukui '135 fails to specifically teach information indicating whether the 
new application is installable in the image forming apparatus and determining whether 
the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus based on the 
application information. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Meade '966. Meade '966 
discloses information indicating whether the new application is installable in the image 
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forming apparatus (i.e. like the invention of Fukui, the Meade reference is able to 
install updated programs on a printing device (same field of endeavor). However, 
in the system of Meade, the printer checks the version number of the printer's 
current software to the latest software available. If the versions are the same, the 
printer determines that the software that is present at a pointer is not installable 
since the latest, or newest, version is already present on the printer. In another 
scenario with the use of the host computer, the user is able to not authorize the 
update of the software to the printer, which is obtaining new software to replace 
the old version software. The software and the updated versions of the software 
are stored in the software component of the memory (320) in the printer. The 
above scenarios are both examples of the software having information pertaining 
to the programs that indicate whether the software is going to be installed in the 
printer's memory; figs. 1-3; paragraphs [0036]-[0045] and [0057]-[0059]); and 
determining whetlier the new application is installable in the image forming 
apparatus based on the application information (i.e. in the system, depending on the 
version of the current software on the printer and the version at the pointer on the 
vender's or manufacturer's site, the printing system determines if the version 
used as an update is going to be installed in the printer. If it is determined that 
the software versions are the same, the software is determined to be not 
installable since it the present program version is already on the printer. If the 
two are different with the update having a later version, the program is 
determined to be installable in the printer's memory based on the version 
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information and this program is a new program since it has a different version 
from the previous software stored in memory; figs. 1-3; paragraphs [0036]-[0045] 
and [0057]-[0059]). 

Therefore, in view of Meade '966, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the method step of having information 
indicating whether the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus and 
determining whether the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus 
based on the application information in order to determine if the system software should 
be updated (as stated in Meade '966 paragraph [0009]). 

However, Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 fails to specifically teach the 
preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application and the 
hardware resources, the platform including an OS and at least one control service to 
control an execution of each requested processing of the hardware resources according 
to a function call from the application, wherein interprocess communication is performed 
between the control service and the application. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Morita '326. Morita '326 
discloses the preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application 
and the hardware resources (i.e. IVIorita contains the feature of being able to add 
and delete new applications to the printing system similar to Fukui and Meade 
(same field of endeavor). However, Morita '326 discloses a platform that is 
interposed between a common system service and an operating system, as 
shown in figure 1C; see fig. 1C; paragraphs [0018], [0049] and [0080]), 
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the platform including an OS (i.e. the general purpose OS (111); see fig. 1C; 
paragraph [0049]) and at least one control service to control an execution of each 
requested processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the 
application (i.e. the control service interprets a processing request issued by the 
applications (330) and generates an acquisition request of hardware resources; 
see paragraphs [0058]-[0060]), 

wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service 
and the application (i.e. the system uses an API that enables reception, or 
communication, of a processing request from the application to the control 
service; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0058]-[0060]). 

Therefore, in view of Morita '326, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the preamble limitations of a platform 
that exists between the application and the hardware resources, the platform including 
an OS and at least one control service to control an execution of each requested 
processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the application, 
wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service and the 
application incorporated in the device of Fukui, as modified by the features of Meade, in 
order to mount applications on a platform consisting of a common system service and a 
general purpose OS to increase the productivity of the apparatus (as stated in Morita 
'326 paragraph [0055]). 
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Re claim 16: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining the application information from the 
application (i.e. the copier body performs the function of obtaining additional 
function information from the additional function as soon as the copier is 
powered on and realizes it has an additional function attached to the copier. The 
additional function program is considered as the application and the version data 
about the additional function is considered to be application information. The 
information that is included in the application information is considered as the 
identification code that is used to communicate the version information of the 
additional function. With this identification code, the image forming apparatus 
can determine if another software program used to utilize the additional function 
is needed; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67 and col. 15, line 1 - col. 18, line 
65). 



Re claim 17: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining the application information that is included 
in an execution file of the application (i.e. an execution file is considered to be a 
program since the file is meant to be interpreted as a program by the CPU of the 
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copier. In the system, when the managing unit searches for a program and uses 
an ID code, the ID code associated with the program is found in order to find the 
appropriate program to utilize. This ID code can be within the program that will 
be used with the additional function. Also, when the copier is first powered on, 
the additional function's program version data is compared to the version data of 
the copier. In this scenario, the version data, considered as the application 
information, is within the respective program of the additional function. The 
identification code is used to communicate the version information of the 
additional function. With this identification code, the image forming apparatus 
can determine if another software program used to utilize the additional function 
is needed; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 
1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 18: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining the application information from a file 
separate from the application (i.e. an execution file is considered to be a program 
since the file is meant to be interpreted as a program by the CPU of the copier. 
When the managing unit (2203) searches for an updating program to send to the 
copier, the managing unit uses the ID code of the additional function and copier 
to find the appropriate program. Since the ID code is associated with the 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,723 Page 28 

Art Unit: 2625 

program used for the additional function, then the ID code, or version data, is 
included in the program of the additional function. In this example, the execution 
file that is not on the copier pertaining to the additional function program but in 
the memory device (2402) of the external managing unit then this is considered 
as additional function information from a program, or execution file, separate 
from the additional function on the copier. The version data on the copier of the 
additional function will be different from the one being searched for since the 
system is looking for an updated program; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28- 
67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 19: Tine teacliings of Ful<ui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Merita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining the application information by provisionally 
launching the application (i.e. provisionally launching the additional function is 
merely obtaining information about the additional function from the additional 
function to the CPU of the copier. In Fukui '135, the copier (301) obtains 
additional function information from the program of the additional function. 
Information regarding the version and control data is given to the copier body 
(301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 
and col. 18, lines 1-65). 
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Re claim 20: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining the application information from the 
application by using interprocess communication (i.e. the copier body has the 
additional function attachment to the copier body. The communication between 
the additional function program and the CPU of the copier body is representative 
of interprocess communication between an application information obtaining part 
and an application, or the copier body and the additional function; see figs. 17 
and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 
1-65). 

Re claim 21 : The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising: 

determining whether to provisionally launch the application or to normally launch 
the application according to a request (i.e. when the additional function is attached 
to the copier body, the information pertaining to the version information and 
control is sent to the copier body (301). The system determines to sends this 
information once the connection of the additional function is detected. Once the 
determination of the efficiency of the version data and the control program is 
determined, then the decision to normally perform the function of the additional 
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function can be performed. Again, once the copier body utilizes the proper 
version and program information for the additional function, the determination or 
performance of a normal launch of the additional function can be performed. 
Provisionally launching the additional function is merely obtaining information 
about the additional function from the additional function to the CPU of the 
copier. In Fukul '135, the copier (301) obtains additional function Information 
from the program of the additional function. Information regarding the version 
and control data is given to the copier body (301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, 
lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65); and 
providing tlie application information to tine image forming apparatus if tlie 
application is provisionally launched (i.e. provisionally launching the additional 
function is merely obtaining information about the additional function from the 
additional function to the CPU of the copier. In Fukul '135, the copier (301) 
obtains additional function Information from the program of the additional 
function. Information regarding the version and control data is given to the 
copier body (301); see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 
17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 22: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morlta '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising: 
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of storing tlie application information in a storage in tlie image forming apparatus 
(i.e. the copier body contains nonvolatile RAM (629) that is utilized in order to 
write updating programs onto the memory; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28- 
67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 23: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 22, wherein the step of storing the 
application information in the storage comprises storing the application information in 
the storage that is at least one of a hard disk, a nonvolatile memory and a memory card 
(i.e. the copier body contains nonvolatile RAM (629) that is utilized in order to 
write updating programs onto the memory. The information that is stored 
pertains to the ID code or version code of the additional function program used to 
operate the additional function on the copier apparatus. The ID code or the 
version code are both considered as application information since this 
information permits the copier to know whether the ID code or version code 
pertaining to the additional function control program is stored in the copier body; 
see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and 
col. 18, lines 1-65), and 

the step of obtaining application information comprises obtaining the application 
information by reading information stored in the storage (i.e. once the updating 
programs are written to the memory, the copier body can utilize the memory to 
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obtain the additional function information about the additional function from the 
information written in the nonvolatile RAM (629). In the system, when comparing 
the program ID code of the additional function to the ID code stored in the printer 
apparatus, this is comparison determines whether an updating program needs to 
be installed or downloaded on the printer. If the copier body contains the same 
ID code or version code, which is considered as the application information, then 
the copier body stores this information in the ROM (612) or RAM (614) of the 
copier. This is an example of a storage unit storing information related to the 
control program of the additional function; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28- 
67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 24: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 

disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining application information that includes a 
product ID that is specific to the application (i.e. in Fukui '135, the identification code 
used can be considered as a product ID since the identification code is specific 
for the particular additional function and the additional function program that 
identifies the additional function; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, 
lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 
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Re claim 25: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 24, wherein the step of obtaining 
application information comprises obtaining application information that further includes 
at least one of a vendor name, an application name, version information and resource 
information (i.e. Fukui '135 discloses the additional function information as version 
data; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 
and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 26: The teachings of Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 and Morita '326 are 
disclosed above. 

Fukui '135 discloses the method as claimed in claim 24, storing product IDs of 
installable applications in a storage (i.e. the ID codes of particular additional 
functions and additional function programs are stored in the image forming 
apparatus and the managing unit. These two units store the ID codes of the 
addition function programs that are installable; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 
28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65), and 

wherein the step of determining whether the application is installable comprises 
determining whether a target application is installable by checking whether a product ID 
of the target application is stored (i.e. once a additional function sends the type data 
and the version data, which can be the ID code, the copier checks the ROM (612) 
for the incoming data from the additional function attached to the copier body. 
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The apparatus checks the ROM and RAM to see if the version data and other 
program information match the contents stored in the RAM and ROM. This 
determines whether to install the program information on the copier in order to 
use the additional function or to use the program contents that match the 
information previously stored in the RAM and ROM to control the additional 
function; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67, col. 15, lines 1-52, col. 17, lines 
1-67 and col. 18, lines 1-65). 

Re claim 28: Fukui '135 discloses a computer readable storage medium having 
embedded therein instruction, which when executed by a processor, cause the 
processor to perform a method for installing applications in an image forming apparatus 
(i.e. in the system, the external managing unit communicates with the system of 
the copier to install needed control programs to utilize the functionality of the 
additional function peripherals; see col. 7, line 65 - col. 8, line 9, col. 14, lines 28- 
67 and col. 15, lines 1-52) including hardware resources for image formation (i.e. the 
printer contains actual scanning and printing units, considered as hardware 
resources for image formation; see col. 4, In 40 - col. 5, In 40), an application for 
performing processes on the image formation (i.e. different applications on the 
system are used to store data, fax data and perform printing of the data; see col. 
12, In 38 - col. 13, In 16) and a new application that performs interprocess 
communication with the control service in the same way as the application can be 
installed in the image forming apparatus (i.e. in the system, the programs that are 
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installed in the system are used to communicate with the CPU(b) (602), which 
controls the whole printing device in order for the image forming device to 
perform the associated feature. Both the old and new program, or application, 
installed on the apparatus communicates to the CPU(b) (602) in the same manner 
except that the apparatus has made the determination that the older program can 
not help the apparatus perform the additional function added to the system; see 
col. 7, In 8-col. 8, In 53, col. 14, In 28-67 and col. 15, In 1-52), comprising: 

obtaining, from the new application, application information of the new application 
that includes information (i.e. in the procedure shown in figure 18, the copier body 
(301) checks to see if a version of the additional function, considered as the 
application, on the copier can be performed on efficiently on the copier. If it 
cannot be performed on the copier efficiently, the additional function is 
considered to be not installable and sends a request to the managing unit (2203) 
to send a new program to the copier so that the additional function can be 
installed and utilized in an efficient manner on the copier. The information that is 
included in the application information is considered as the identification code 
that is used to communicate the version information of the additional function. 
With this identification code, the image forming apparatus can determine if 
another software program used to utilize the additional function is needed and if 
software is needed, the new program is obtained from the network and installed 
on the image forming apparatus; see figs. 17 and 18; col. 14, lines 28-67 and col. 
15, lines 1-52) 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,723 Page 36 

Art Unit: 2625 

determining wlietlier tlie new application (i.e. in the system of Fukui, the 
copier body performs a determination about the new control program being 
introduced to the copier by the sorter. The copier determines whether the new 
program sent to the copier body in order to interface with the copier is of a 
version that is compatible with the copier or if it needs a more updated program; 
see col. 17, lines 36-65). 

However, Ful<ui '135 fails to specifically teach information indicating whether the 
new application is installable in the image forming apparatus and determining whether 
the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus based on the 
application information. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Meade '966. Meade '966 
discloses information indicating whether the new application is installable in the image 
forming apparatus (i.e. like the invention of Fukui, the Meade reference is able to 
install updated programs on a printing device (same field of endeavor). However, 
in the system of Meade, the printer checks the version number of the printer's 
current software to the latest, or newest, software available. If the versions are 
the same, the printer determines that the software that is present at a pointer is 
not installable since the latest version is already present on the printer. In 
another scenario with the use of the host computer, the user is able to not 
authorize the update of the software to the printer. The software and the updated 
versions of the software are stored in the software component of the memory 
(320) in the printer. The above scenarios are both examples of the software 
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having information pertaining to the programs that indicate whether the software 
is going to be installed in the printer's memory and if there is an update available, 
new software is installed in memory; figs. 1-3; paragraphs [0036]-[0045] and 
[0057]-[0059]); and 

determining whether the new application is installable in the image forming 
apparatus based on the application information (i.e. in the system, depending on the 
version of the current software on the printer and the version at the pointer on the 
vender's or manufacturer's site, the printing system determines if the version 
used as an update is going to be installed in the printer. If it is determined that 
the software versions are the same, the software is determined to be not 
installable since it the present program version is already on the printer. If the 
two are different with the update having a later, or newer, version, the new 
program is determined to be installable in the printer's memory based on the 
version information; figs. 1-3; paragraphs [0036]-[0045] and [0057]-[0059]). 

Therefore, in view of Meade '966, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of information indicating 
whether the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus and 
determining whether the new application is installable in the image forming apparatus 
based on the application information in order to determine if the system software should 
be updated (as stated in Meade '966 paragraph [0009]). 

However, Fukui '135 in view of Meade '966 fails to specifically teach the 
preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application and the 
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hardware resources, the platform including an OS and at least one control service to 
control an execution of each requested processing of the hardware resources according 
to a function call from the application, wherein interprocess communication is performed 
between the control service and the application. 

However, this Is well known in the art as evidenced by Morita '326. Morita '326 
discloses the preamble limitations of a platform that exists between the application 
and the hardware resources (i.e. Morita contains the feature of being able to add 
and delete new applications to the printing system similar to Fukui and Meade 
(same field of endeavor). However, Morita '326 discloses a platform that is 
interposed between a common system service and an operating system, as 
shown in figure 1C; see fig. 1C; paragraphs [0018], [0049] and [0080]), 

the platform including an OS (i.e. the general purpose OS (111); see fig. 1C; 
paragraph [0049]) and at least one control service to control an execution of each 
requested processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the 
application (i.e. the control service interprets a processing request issued by the 
applications (330) and generates an acquisition request of hardware resources; 
see paragraphs [0058]-[0060]), 

wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service 
and the application (i.e. the system uses an API that enables reception, or 
communication, of a processing request from the application to the control 
service; see fig. 3; paragraphs [0058]-[0060]). 
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Therefore, in view of Morita '326, it would liave been obvious to one of ordinary 
sl<ill at the time the invention was made to have the preamble limitations of a platform 
that exists between the application and the hardware resources, the platform including 
an OS and at least one control service to control an execution of each requested 
processing of the hardware resources according to a function call from the application, 
wherein interprocess communication is performed between the control service and the 
application incorporated in the device of Fukui, as modified by the features of Meade, in 
order to mount applications on a platform consisting of a common system service and a 
general purpose OS to increase the productivity of the apparatus (as stated in Morita 
'326 paragraph [0055]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Nomura '630 (US Pub No 2002/0002630) discloses a system where a server is 
given the operational environment of an image forming apparatus and judges what 
whether certain programs are installable on the image forming apparatus. Also, the 
image forming apparatus also judges whether a program is installable on itself. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAD DICKERSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1351 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 
Fri. 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)-272-740606. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/C. D./ 

/Chad Dickerson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Twyler L. Hasl<ins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



